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   . . .The Canal District United Methodist Church Newsletter. . .      
R e v .  E d  P e t e r s o n ,  D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  C a n a l  D i s t r i c t  

The miss ion of  the Canal District  UMC is  to  make and mature  
discip les o f  Jesus  Christ  for the t ransformation of  the world .  

There is  Great  Joy in  the Journey!  

Greetings Friends! 

 

     Cindy and I have never been to New York City.  

So, a few weeks ago, we decided to take a long 

weekend and go to New York.  We did all of the 

“touristy things.”  We walked around Times 

Square.  We rode one of the big red double decker 

tourist buses.  We saw a Broadway Show.  We saw 

the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.   

 

     To get to and from New York, we took Amtrak 

for a 12 hour train ride.   We got a little sleeper 

room, so that we could stretch out and sleep, and so 

that our meals were included.  When eating in the 

dining car, they seat you at a booth with people 

you don’t know.  On the way there, we sat with a 

man who was a native of New York City.  He rode 

the train from New York to California to visit his 

brother, and was on his way back when we joined 

him for dinner.  For another meal, we ate with a 

father and son from South Africa who were travel-

ling across America on the train, and began their 

journey in Seattle.   

 

     While seeing all of the sites in New York was 

great, our favorite part of the weekend was the 

journey.  Watching the scenery pass by out the 

window.  Not having to worry about getting lost.  

And meeting people and hearing their stories.  For 

us, the destination was great, but the journey was 

unforgettable. 

 

     As Christians, we often describe our destination 

as heaven or eternal life with God.  Often, we see 

this life on earth as a journey that we must suffer through or endure, in order to 

get to our destination.  But friends, there is great joy in the journey.  None of us 

gets through our journey in life without suffering and heartache and pain.  But 

those things are all part of the grand adventure; the joys as well as the sorrows; 

the triumphs as well as the tragedies. 

 

     God has given us this beautiful gift of the journey of 

life that is not to be taken for granted or squandered.  God 

help us to savor this gift of the grand adventure of life. 

 

Love ya’ 

Ed 

Please lift in                  
prayer the                        
following                  
churches and                    
clergy in the coming weeks: 
 
 

November 5: Manchester  UMC,  

     Pastor Dale Gharky 

November 12: Marshallville UMC,  

     Pastor Joyce Williams 

November 19: Medina UMC,  

     Rev. David Tennant, Rev. Heidi Welch 

November 26: Mogadore UMC,  

     Rev. Pamela Gable 

november 2017 

www.eocumc.com/canal  - C a n a l  D i s t r i c t   -  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  -  E a s t  O h i o  C o n f e r e n c e  

Resident Bishop  
East Ohio Conference:  

 Tracy S. Malone  
Conference website: 

www.eocumc.com  

Grants - Mission Funding  
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to access grants 

for your church’s outreach and benevolent 

ministry. If you are interested in a TAP 

Grant, the deadline for applying is 1-2-18. 

Contact Sheryl. Application forms are avail-

able on our website: www.eocumc.com/

canal  on the Page Grants/Scholarships.  We 

should have information soon about                              

Ministries and Mission Grants for 2019. If 

you are interested in applying, please email 

Sheryl Reynolds by 12-31-17,  email:                                            

twocrazy@roadrunner.com 

Save the Date - Canal  

Sunday, April 29, 2018 3:00 - 4:30 pm                             
Akron First UMC                                     

263 E. Mill St., Akron 

http://www.eocumc.com/canal
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Wednesday, November 1 at Macedonia UMC 
 3 pm  Russ Ham 
 4 pm  Hoyte Wilhelm 
 5 pm  Scott Low 
 6 pm  Heart 4 the City PPR/SPR committee 
 7 pm  Hudson PPR/SPR committee 
 8 pm  Macedonia PPR/SPR committee 
Thursday, November 2 at Stow UMC 
 3 pm  Karen Drotar 
 4 pm  Van Fisher 
 5 pm  Brett Bartels 
 6 pm  Tallmadge PPR/SPR committee 
 7 pm  Twin Falls PPR/SPR committee 
 8 pm  Stow PPR/SPR committee 
Saturday, November 4 at Burton City UMC 
 9 am  PPR/SPR committees: Burton City,  
                  Poe, Waltz, West Lebanon                                                
Saturday, November 4 at Clearview UMC 
      11 am  PPR/SPR committees: Bethel Valley,  
                  Clearview, Clinton, Lakeview,                           
                  Peninsula, Sawyerwood 
Sunday, November 5 at Orrville Trinity UMC 
 3 pm  Charge Conference: Apple Creek, Burton  
                  City,  Chapel of the Cross, Church of the  
                  Cross, Dalton, Doylestown, E. Greenville,  
                  Easton, Marshallville, New Pittsburg,                          
                  N. Lawrence Faith, Oak Chapel, Orrville  
                  Trinity, Rittman, Shreve, Smithville,                    
                  Sterling, West Lebanon, Wooster 

Tuesday, November 7, 10 am, Regional District             
        Cohort meeting at  Hear t 4 the City 
Tuesday, November 7, 10 am,  at Montrose Zion UMC,  
 7 pm  Charge Conference: Akron First, Bethel Valley,                       
                  Centenary, Christ Woodland, Clinton, Copley,                       
                  Cuyahoga Falls First, Firestone Park, Grandview,  
                  Granger, Green Valley, Greensburg, Hope, Johnson,  
                  Lakeview, Lockwood, Manchester, Medina, Montrose  
                  Zion, Northampton, Park, Poe, Redeemer North Hill,  
                  Seville, Sharon Center, Wadsworth, Waltz, York 
Wednesday, November 8, 2:30 pm, District Committee/        
     Church Building and Location Meeting at Wadswor th  
                  UMC 
Thursday, November 9 at Tallmadge UMC 
 7 pm  Charge Conference: Atwater, Brimfield Faith,  
                  Charlestown, Clearview, Family of Faith, Heart 4 the  
                  City, Hudson, Kent, Lake Brady, Lakemore,                                 
                  Macedonia, Mogadore, Peninsula, Randolph,                                 
                  Ravenna, Rootstown, Sawyerwood, S. Arlington,  
                  Stow, Streetsboro, Tallmadge, Twin Falls,                                 
                  Uniontown, Wedgewood 
Sunday, November 12, Park (Akron) UMC 100th                                 
       Anniversary 
Thursday, November 16, Cabinet 
Friday, November 17, Cabinet 
        12 noon, Consultation with Craig D’Anniballe 
Tuesday, November 28, 7 pm, Canal District                                              
        Superintendency meeting at Family of Faith UMC 

     The United Methodist Church of Macedonia is happy to 

report that 175 cleaning buckets were delivered on Septem-

ber 18 to the New Castle Mission Barn! There were also 75 

health kits delivered. The Mission Barn, under the direction 

of Katie Peterson, will forward these items to UMCOR 

where they are most needed. Seven other churches participat-

ed in the bucket preparation: Canal Fulton, Church of the 

Savior, Grandview, Lakeview, Montrose Zion, Sharon                    

Center and West Leb-

anon. Many thanks to 

everyone who donated                    

supplies, money and 

time to support this 

mission.  A special 

thanks to Chris Bunn 

who drove the Canal 

district trailer  to 

Pennsylvania loaded 

with all the buckets 

and health kits.  

                                    

                                                                            

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

The People of  God Act ing as His  Hands and Feet !  
By L inda Bloom,  U MC of  Macedonia  

Due to the severity of this hurricane season, there contin-

ues to be a great need for additional buckets and health 

kits.  We have been asked to be the collection point for 

ongoing collections for  Canal District                                                                                      

 

     Watch for emails from the Canal district as to future 

dates and times to assembly cleaning buckets and kits that 

will be delivered to the New Castle Mission Barn.   

     

      When assembling kits please read the directions and 

sizes carefully! The kits can only go out with the listed 

items, and sizes are important to allow everything to fit in 

the five gallon bucket. Thanks again for the generosity and 

support. It is a blessing to see the people of God act as His 

Hands and Feet! 

      

(Left to right) Kevin Smith, Linda Blum, Chris Bunn 
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FREE to a good home – 10 year old Toshiba Studio 205L Copier with extra ink car tr idge 

from Lockwood UMC.  If needed, please contact Billie at the Lockwood church for more 

information:                              330-644-2227. 
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► Web Page: http://www.eocumc.com/canal/umw.html 
► Elizabeth Feldman, President, Canal District  UMW,                                        

330-465-5782, email: umwcanal@gmail.com 
► UMW Sunday material has been posted to the website! 

UMW Sunday - "Mission ‘N You” -Your local United Methodist 
Women's group can prepare and conduct a service that celebrates 
your work any Sunday of the year. It helps introduce your church 
members and visitors to what United Methodist Women does in 
your community and around the world while adding to the richness 
of the worship. 

Canal  Dist r ic t  and East  Ohio Conference  Uni ted Methodist  Women  

Upcoming Training Opportunities and Event  
check the Conference website for  more info: www.eocumc.com or call Debbie at the                                    

Canal District Office. Most of these events have been emailed to your churches  

 November 4, 8:30 - 3:30 pm - UMVIM Team Leader Training - at Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland. For more questions 
and scholarship information please contact: Kathy Dickriede 330-468-2517 or kdickriede@gmail.com. 

 

 November 4, 9 am - 1 pm - ERT Recertification Training Class - at Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland. If interested contact 
Mike Williams at mike.kandminsurance@gmail.com. 

 

 November 4, 9 am - 5 pm - ERT Basic Training Class—at Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland. If interested contact Mike     
Williams at mike.kandminsurance@gmail.com. 

 

 November 13-15, Fall for All Clergy Retreat  - The Worship Architect, The Car lisle Inn at Sugarcreek, questions      
contact Brian Oglesbee at brianoglesbee55@gmail.com or 330-968-7360.  

 

 November 18, 9 am - noon - The Inclusive Congregation - Thoburn United Methodist Church. RSVP to                                               
info@thoburnumc.org. Please join us for this time of education and fellowship. Presented by: Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Chair, 
Conference DisAbility Team  and Samantha Hasselbusch. 

 

 January 6, 2018, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm - UMVIM Team Leader Training, Ashland Fir st UMC. This upcoming UMVIM 
training is happening in the Mid Ohio District at Ashland First UMC.  If your church is  traveling for a mission experience on 
behalf of your district and the East Ohio Conference, this event would be very beneficial. The group will be sharing with each 
other. Also, if someone in your church is looking for the next thing that God might be calling them to be a part of or looking 
for a place to serve, this might be what they have been waiting for.   
Check out this link to find out where folks in East Ohio are partnering.  http://www.eocumc.com/missions/opportunities.html 
Also happening that same day in that same location is the Early Response Disaster Training, basic and re-cert.  This is what 
people need in order to serve in Disaster areas like Georgia, Florida, and Texas and beyond! 
Grateful to be in partnership with you in this ministry.   
Blessings, Kathy DickriedeEast Ohio UMVIM Cooridinator  and Partner in Mission 3Cs MissionKdickriede@gmail.com 
330-468-2517 

                        Lay Servant  Minist r ies  News  
                      
 

Registration forms for  courses are available on the distr ict website:                                                                                    

    www.eocumc.com/canal, District Ministries Tab - Lay Servant Tab or by contacting                                                                                                 

    the registrar Debbie Sloan at dlsloan1@aol.com, or by phone 330-283-6893.  

 

Lay Servants Facebook page: https//m.facebook.com/LayServantsEOCUMC/  
 

      

Uni ted Methodist  Woman Nat ional  Assembly:  May 18  -  20 ,  2018  

When Women Unite ,  Bold and Courageous  Actions  Happen -  Greater  Columbus Convention                      

Center ,  Columbus,  Ohio -ht tps:/ /umwassembly.org/  
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Canal District Clergy & Families Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 the family of Winifred Hickson. She was the surviving spouse of                                   

George Hickson (deceased retired-elder).   

 

 the family of Augusta A. Lange, retired local pastor. She served North                         

Lawrence, East Greenville, Pigeon Run, Gageville and Wintersville Brentwood 

UMCS.  She retired in 1999. 

 

 the family of Ronald L. Bryant, retired elder.  Rev. Bryant served the follow-

ing churches: Flushing, Garrettsville, Warren: Otterbein, Wintersville: Brentwood

-Buena Vista, Wellington, Canton: Epworth and Clearview.  He retired in 2001. 

 

 the family of Wesley Johnson, husband of Rev. Diane Johnson. Diane has been on disability leave, and is attending 

Wooster Church of the Cross.  

 

Please keep the following pastors in your prayers as they mourn the death of a parent recently: 
              

             Pastor Dale Gharky (Lockwood and Manchester UMCs) upon the death of his father. 

             Pastor Don Upson (Copley UMC) upon the death of his mother. 

Birthdays 

1 Patricia Gharky 

4 Joyce Fast 

7 David Breckner, Karen Budd 

9 Jeanette Burkhardt 

14 Daryl Sowers 

19 Vicki Lewis 

22 David McGrath 

25 Sue McHale 

27 Karen McGrath 

 

3 Dwight & Maxine Hayes 

4 Tom & Sheryl Reynolds 

18 Jack & Joyce Williams 

28 Jim & Patti Pfander 

29 Don & Susan Ebert 

Youth Service Fund  
Coin Challenge with a                       

New Twist 
 

     Due to the overwhelming response the last 

couple of years for our Coin Challenge at Youth 

Annual Conference, (we raised $3,584.55 in 

2017) we are needing to update our procedure. 

We can no longer find a financial institution that 

will accept all of the coins and the weight of all the buckets has become a bit overwhelming.  

     So, we are launching “Coin-a-Palooza.” Distr icts and local churches will now be encouraged to donate coins dur ing any 

and all their special events throughout the school year. The change will then be given to the District Youth Coordinators. The 

coordinators will then send checks into the Conference office, and we will keep running tallies through the year on the Confer-

ence website. The winning District will be recognized on Saturday of Youth Annual Conference in June. 

      The “Coin-a-Palooza” logo can be attached to any collection container. Choose from two container sizes: (4”x11”) or 

(8.5”x11”). When sending checks, use the YSF donation form.  

     Container logos and YSF donation form may be downloaded here: http://www.eocumc.com/youngpeople/ysf.html 

 

Thank you for  support ing th is  fundra iser !  
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Conversat ions on a Way Forward  

The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016 General Conference to 

do a complete examination, and possible revision, of every paragraph of The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality, 

and explore options to maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. 

 

The EOC Way Forward design team developed a process for having intentional, meaningful conference-wide conversations 

about our identity, purpose, and mission as a Church as we think about the challenges that our differences around human sexual-

ity present us at this time in The United Methodist Church.  

 

All clergy and laity are invited, and encouraged, to participate in any of the following Conversations on a Way Forward hosted 

at these EOC churches: 

6 p.m. - October 23 @ Mentor UMC 

6 p.m. - November 14 @ Western Reserve UMC 

10 a.m. - February 3 @ Thoburn UMC 

2 p.m. - February 4 @ Willard First UMC 

6 p.m. -February 5 @ Lakewood UMC 

9 a.m. - March 3 @ Church of the Lakes UMC 

 

Registration is required for each conversation location.  Register here—https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversations-on-a-way-

forward-registration-38001533610 

Financial  & Administrat ive             
Services  

 

                     

Benefits Enrollment 
Begins November 1. 
 

 

 

The East Ohio Conference is switching to the Health-

Flex benefits program in 2018.  Our  conference joins 28 

others across the denomination in using the health benefits 

plan offered by Wespath Benefits and Investments, a gen-

eral agency of The United Methodist Church. 

 

Participants select medical/pharmacy, dental, and vision 

plans; choose eligible dependents to cover; and can contrib-

ute to reimbursement accounts for pre-tax savings in 2018 

and to save for future health needs. 

 

The HealthFlex Benefits Election booklet and the online 

Alex Benefits Counselor may be used to determine whether 

the base plan or the optional buy-up plans best suit partici-

pants’ needs. 

 

Go to this Conference webpage for more information: 

http://www.eocumc.com/health-benefits/index.html 

 

PARTICIPANTS MUST ELECT A PLAN during the 

enrollment period of Wednesday, November 1 to Thurs-

day,  November 16. 

General Agencies Unwrap Advent Resources 
 

December 3 is the first Sunday of Advent.  During this sea-

son, we’ll prepare for the coming of Christ as we remember 

the longing of the Jewish people for a Messiah and our own 

need of forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help your church plan each week of Advent, Discipleship 

Ministries created the Coming Home Advent worship series.  

Each week worshippers will be invited to unwrap something 

that will lead them toward making their hearts, their lives, 

their families, their communities, and their world more like 

the home Christ’s ultimate homecoming will be. 

 

To assist in marketing your church to its surrounding com-

munities, United Methodist Communications, another re-

source agency of our connectional denomination, has de-

signed customizable marketing tools you can order that in-

vite the recipient to “unwrap the true meaning with us this 

Christmas.”  

 

Go to: http://www.outreach.com/united-methodist 
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 Canal District Leadership Training Event 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Save the date - - - Saturday, January 27 2018, 9 am - 2:45 pm 

 

Canal District Leadership Training   
                                      At Montrose Zion United Methodist Church 
                                          565 N Cleveland-Massillon Rd, Akron      
                                                                         
Details to come!!  The committee is still busy working on the details and securing 
workshop leaders. Watch for more information by email from the district office. 

   in  the  21s t  century  
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Canal District of  
The United Methodist Church 
800 E Market St 
Akron  OH   44305 

 

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS THE 
20th OF THE MONTH.  

 

 There’s a combined newsletter                   
March/April, June/July, Sept./Oct.,                        
and Dec./Jan.  (subject to change) 

“The Connector”                                                   
  November 2017 

Return Service Requested 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE STAFF  —  District Superintendent: Rev. Ed Peterson                                                                                                                        
    Administrative  Assistant: Debbie Bryant; Treasurer: Sheryl Reynolds 
If you would like to receive our newsletter by mail or email, please contact Debbie.                                      
Address: 800 East Market St., Akron  44305 - Phone: 330-252-0299 - Fax: 330-252-0297                                                                     
E-mail: cdistumc@gmail.com - Web Site:  www.eocumc.com/canal/ 

JOB OPENINGS in the  CANAL DISTRICT and Conference 

 

 

For more details on jobs listed above or other job openings in the conference, check the                            
classified page  on the conference website: http://www.eocumc.com/classified/index.html 

 

Office Manager - Johnson UMC (Norton), Hourly – Part Time, Manage the ministry of the front office.                            
Responsibilities include: Church Communications: Bulletins, Newsletters, Emails, etc. Receive and process all phone calls and other corre-

spondence. Maintain congregational records. Work with appropriate parties in scheduling of all facilities. Attend Staff meetings. Contact  

Pastor Tal Lewis at pastortal.umc@gmail.com for additional information.  
 

Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry - Shreve UMC -  Fulltime.  Lead, develop, coordinate, manage and evaluate the 
youth and children’s ministries. Direct oversight of all aspects of ministry to children and youth including but not limited to Church School, 

Weekday activities, confirmation, music and missions.  Recruit, train, and oversee teams of Christian leaders to effectively grow and expand 

our existing ministries.  Work to reach new children and youth through intentional outreach and create programs, ministries, and mission op-

portunities to nurture children and youth in their Christian education. Oversee both paid staff and volunteers. Work closely with all related 

committees, as well as the senior pastor. Work closely with the families of member children and youth, as well as be active in the community 

and local schools. Contact -  shrevepastor@gmail.com. For required qualifications, go to the following webpage: http://www.eocumc.com/

classified/index.html. 


